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There is, undoubtedly, a sense in which all life is mira-
culous ; as it is an union of powers of which we can image
no connexion, a succession of motions, of which the first
cause must be supernatural; but life, thus explained,
whatever it may have of miracle, will have nothing of
fable; and, therefore, the author undoubtedly had regard
to something, by which he imagined himself distinguished
from .the rest of mankind.

Of these wonders, however, the view that can be now
taken of his life offers no appearance. The course of his
education was like that of others, such as put .him little in
the way of extraordinary casualties. A scholastick and
academical life is very uniform; and has, indeed, more
safety than, pleasure. A traveller has greater opportuni-
ties of adventure; but Browne traversed no unknown seas,
or Arabian deserts; and, surely, a man may visit France
and Italy, reside at Montpellier and Padua, and, at last,
take his degree at Leyden, without any thing miraculous.
What it was that would, if it was related, sound so poetical
and fabulous, we are left to guess; I believe without hope
of guessing rightly. The wonders, probably, were trans-
acted in his own mind; self-love, cooperating with an
imagination vigorous and fertile as that of Browne, will
find or make objects of astonishment in every man's life;
and, perhaps, there is no human being, however hid in the
crowd from the observation of his fellow-mortals, who, if
he has leisure and disposition to recollect his own thoughts
and actions, will not conclude his life in some sort a mira-
cle, and imagine himself distinguished from all the rest of
his species by many discriminations of nature or of fortune.

The success of this performance was such as might na-
turally encourage the author to new undertakings. A gen-
tleman of Cambridgeb, whose name was Merry weather,
turned it not inelegantly into Latin; and from his version
it was again translated into Italian, German, Dutch, and
French; and, at Strasburg, the Latin translation was
published with large notes, by Levinus Nicolaus Molt-
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